
  

 

plus an armory tour. Six Flags is close by, there are a 

couple museums in the area, and downtown Spring-

field has plenty to walk around and 

check out. The Basketball Hall of 

Fame is always a popular stop, and 

the Lyman and Merrie Wood Muse-

um is worth seeing if you are a mo-

torcycle enthusiast. There is also a 

casino nearby for anyone who wants 

to stop in there and drop a dollar or a 

quarter into a machine. 

 At the end of the day, hope-

fully everyone leaves with a few good 

conversations, some new ideas, and 

a little motivation to bring back home. 

What really matters is not just show-

ing up for the weekend, but what we do with it after. 

Take what you hear, what you learn, and who you 

connect with, and put it to use when you get back. 

That’s how things keep moving forward — one mem-

ber, one detachment, one department at a time. 

See you in Springfield!! 

 

 

  

Message From The Division  Commandant 

June 2026 — July 2026 

Newsletter of The New England Division of The Marine Corps League Vol. 5 Issue 5 

Marines and Members, 

 We’re just a few days away from the Division 

Conference in Springfield, Massa-

chusetts, and things are starting to 

come together pretty quickly. This 

is one of those weekends where 

there’s a mix of business and just 

getting a chance to see everyone 

again. 

 We’ll handle the League 

business, but it’s not just about sit-

ting in meetings. It’s also about 

showing up, staying involved, and 

staying connected with what’s go-

ing on across the division. We’ll 

have guests from National there as 

well, along with some partners we’ve worked with 

before and a few new ones we’re starting to build 

relationships with. 

 Springfield was picked after looking at a few 

different locations, and the goal was to keep it fair for 

everyone across the division. It’s a good central 

spot, and hopefully that helps bring more people in. 

Registration is okay right now, but there’s still time 

for those numbers to climb, and it would be good to 

see more members make the trip. 

 Outside of the meetings, there’s a few things 

going on. Friday has golf for whoever wants to play, 

Patrick Maguire  

National Vice Commandant  

New England Division 

Marine Corps League 
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Division Vice Commandant Patrick Maguire Coventry, RI 02816 
PMaguire@mcleague.org c-401-481-7995 Dept. of RI   Kent Country Det. 453 

   

Assistant Div. Vice Comdt. Michael Hinds Woburn, MA 01801 

Mhinds579@gmail.com C-617-520-4469 Dept. of MA   Honorable Few Det. 1302 

   

Chief of Staff Joe Afonso Pawtucket RI 02861 
bucciatwood@rimcl.org 401-454-9010 Dept of RI Bucci Atwood Detachment 376 

   

Division Adjutant / Newsletter Editor Walt Benson Prospect, CT 06712 

walt.benson5@gmail.com c-203-768-8435 Dept. of CT   Brass City Memorial Det. 31 

   

Aide de Camp / Div. Toys 4 Tots Laurent J. Chretien Gorham, ME 04038 

Lschris68@msn.com c-207-894-8906 Dept. of ME   Southern Maine Det. 1324 

   

Division Paymaster Wayne Hamilton Johnston RI 02919 

Wayham913@gmail.com c-401-719-6386 Dept of RI Bucci Atwood Detachment 376 

   

Division Chaplain Jane Deptula Coventry, RI 02816 

Janie.deptula@gmail.com h-401-480-0445  Dept. of RI   Kent Country Det. 453 

   

Division Sergeant at Arms Jim Soder Berlin CT. 06037 
412redbone@att.net 860-262-2690 Dept of CT Hardware City Det 781 

   

Div. Compliance Officer Cherie Monnell Milford NH 03055 

marineamazon@comcast.net  207-752-0025      Dept of NH Seacoast Det 394  

   

Div. Legislative Officer Warren Griffin Holliston, MA 01746 

cplgriff6870@gmail.com  c-774-292-1527 Dept. of MA   Metro West Det. 1037 

   

Div. Legal Advisor OPEN  
   

   

Div. Photographer Peter King Raynham, MA 02767 

chiefk@comcast.net c-508-230-4117 Dept. of MA   Grtr New Bedford Det. 1399 

   

Div. MODD Liaison Pat McMahon Norwich CT 06360 
VCDDMcMahon@gmail.com 207-752-0025 Dept. of CT Thames River Det. 1334 

   

Div. Conference Chairman  Jon Zwirblia  Southbridge MA 01550  
zwirblia1@gmail.com   c-207-894-8906 Dept of MA Worcester Det. 144  
   

Div. Young Marine Liaison Bruce Katz Swansea, MA 02777 

brucejkatz@gmail.com c-603-866-1183 Dept. of MA   Van Gyzen Det. 1285 

   

Div. BSA Liaison Christopher Cekovsky Westfield MA. 01085 
ccekovsky@gmail.com c-413-427-8456 Dept. of MA. Westfield River Valley Det 141 

   

New England Division Contact Information 

2024 — 2025 

mailto:PMaguire@mcleague.org
mailto:Mhinds579@gmail.com
mailto:bucciatwood@rimcl.org
mailto:walt.benson5@gmail.com
mailto:Lschris68@msn.com
mailto:wayham913@gmail.com
mailto:Janie.deptula@gmail.com
mailto:412redbone@att.net
mailto:marineamazon@comcast.net
mailto:cplgriff6870@gmail.com
mailto:chiefk@comcast.net
mailto:zwirblia1@gmail.com
mailto:brucejkatz@gmail.com
mailto:ccekovsky@gmail.com
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New England Division Contact Information 

2024 — 2025 

    important 

Laskey’s Telegraph is published every two months in the 

first week of the following months. 

FEBRUARY. APRIL, JUNE, AUGUST, OCTOBER AND 

DECEMBER.  

The cut off date for submitting material is the last week 

of the following months. JANUARY, MARCH, MAY, JU-

LY, SEPTEMBER AND NOVEMBER.. If there is a spe-

cial circumstance please call to make arrangements.  

Send submissions to: 

Walt.benson5@gmail.com 

203-768-8435 

When sending pictures, please include names and 

what you and your detachment are doing. 

 

DIV Auxiliary Liaison                OPEN  
  

  

Div. Youth Physical Fitness  OPEN 
  

  

Div. Web Sergeant  Brian Brooks 

Sgt_brooks@yahoo.com 413-768-0316 

  

Dept of CT Commandant Walt Benson 

walt.benson5@gmail.com (203)768-8435 

  

Dept of MA Commandant Mike Hinds  

Mhinds579@gmail.com C-617-520-4469 

  

Dept of ME Commandant Peter Lubas 

flyfisherman@verizon.net 908-963-2610 
  

Dept of NH Commandant Cody Dumont 

cody_dumont@melcara.com 603-785-2665 
  

Dept of RI Commandant Joe Afonso  

bucciatwood@rimcl.org 401-454-9010 

  

Dept of VT Commandant Bob Mayers 

mayersra1@outlook.com 802-626-8058 
  

  What  Should  

       I Submit? 

This is your Newsletter, so anything 

you think others might be interested 

in, please share it here. Look at the 

categories, Departments, Toy for 

Tots, Devil Dogs, Taps, Birthdays, 

Sick, Personal writings, Upcoming 

Events, Help Wanted, History, 

League and Marine Corps,  Awards 

and Recognition. Community 

Events, Scholarships, Conventions, 

Meetings and Grand Growls, and 

ongoing projects. What are we do-

ing for recruiting? What are we do-

ing for Marines for Life? What can 

we do to bring back the Auxiliary? 

Think of some of the programs we 

have expanded and can you think of 

any others you want to create or ex-

pand? We expanded the Dogs to 

include donations to provide help to 

animal shelters, what about other 

groups? What about donations for 

women's shelters for women and 

children of these women? Toys For 

Tots expanded there program to al-

low year round help to children in 

distress. Someone had an idea and 

this grew from it, you could start 

your idea here. I am sure there are 

more topics but this is a good start. 

   Walt Benson 

mailto:sgt_brooks@yahoo.com
mailto:Mhinds579@gmail.com
mailto:flyfisherman@verizon.net
mailto:cody@melcara.com
mailto:bucciatwood@rimcl.org
mailto:mayersra1@outlook.com
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From the editor 

I found this posted to FaceBook and I thought I would share it. The next time someone asks about Brotherhood and Ca-

maraderie, share this story, tell them who we are.  

 Old Biker Carried Paralyzed Veteran 3 Miles After City Said He Couldn’t Join Veterans Day Parade  

 It started two weeks before Veterans Day when Tyler Brooks wheeled himself int 

the American Legion hall where our motorcy- cle club held meetings. You could tell he was 

nervous. Twenty-six years old. Built like a war- rior from the waist up. Legs gone below the 

knees. Afghanistan. IED. Two years ago. He wore his dress uniform. Medals polished. Pur-

ple Heart. Bronze Star. "I need help," he said. The room went quiet. Fifteen old bikers. Most 

Vietnam era. All carrying scars nobody could see. Our president, Jim "Tank" Morrison, 

stood up first. Six-foot-three. Three hundred pounds. Bad knees from his own service. 

"What do you need, son?" Tyler's voice cracked. "I want to march in the Veterans Day 

parade. My grandpa marched in it after World War II. My dad after Vietnam. I was supposed 

to be next." He stopped. Steadied himself. "But the city says the route isn't wheelchair 

accessible. Three miles of cobblestone and stepped curbs. No ramps. They say it would 

cost forty thousand dollars to make it work. Suggested I wave from a float instead."  "A 

float?" Tank's voice went dangerously quiet. "The mayor said if I can't walk the route like 

everyone else, maybe I shouldn't participate." The silence in that room could have crushed concrete.  

 Tank walked over to Tyler. "Stand up, son." I can't—" "I said stand up." Tyler gripped his wheelchair arms. Tank 

turned around and squatted down. "Get on." "You can't carry me three miles. Your knees—" "My knees survived the Tet 

Offensive. They'll survive this." Tyler wrapped his arms around Tank's neck. The old man stood like he weighed nothing. 

The room erupted. Buck, our sergeant-at-arms, said, "We'll take turns. Fifteen guys, three miles." "I'll do the whole 

thing," Tank growled. "This man wants to march with veterans. He's going to march." Word spread fast. The mayor's 

office called three days before the parade. Mayor Richardson. Soft man. Never served a day. "Mr. Morrison, I hear 

you're planning some kind of stunt." "Not a stunt. We're helping a brother veteran participate in honoring our fallen." "It'l l 

cause disruption. Make the parade about one person." "Every veteran IS one person. One person who raised their hand 

and said send me. One person who came home broken. One person who deserves to march. "If you do this, I'll remove 

your club from the parade entirely." Tank laughed. No humor in it. "Remove combat veterans from a Veterans Day pa-

rade. See how that plays." He hung up. What the mayor didn't know was that Tank had mounted a camera on his hel-

met. And it was recording everything. November 11th. Cold and clear. Tyler arrived in his dress uniform. Medals gleam-

ing. Tank and the club were waiting. Fifteen men in leather vests covered in military patches. The parade organizer ap-

proached. "The mayor says—" "The mayor can kiss my red, white, and blue ass," Tank said. "We're marching." Other 

veteran groups were watching. Korea. Gulf War. Iraq. Afghanistan. Even a few World War II vets in their nineties. Some 

in wheelchairs themselves. Tank squatted down. Tyler climbed on. Something happened that nobody expected. Veter-

ans from other groups started walking over. "I'll take a turn," said a Marine from Somalia. "Me too," said a female soldier 

who'd lost her left arm in Iraq. By the time the parade kicked off, over fifty veterans had volunteered. Tank shook his 

head. "I've got him. But march with us. Show them what brotherhood looks like."  

 The parade started. Bands. Civic groups. Floats with waving dignitaries. Then the veteran groups. And right in 

the middle, Tank carrying Tyler on his back. Fifty veterans in formation around them. The crowd went silent. Then gasps. 

Then explosive applause. People started crying. Phones came out everywhere. Tank's knees were screaming by the 

half-mile mark. His back, damaged in a helicopter crash in '69, felt like fire. But Tyler was talking in his ear. "Tank, look. 

They're saluting. Kids are saluting me." "They're saluting us, son. All of us." At one mile, Tank's legs started shaking. 

Buck moved to take over. Tank growled. "Not yet." At two miles, the mayor was waiting at the reviewing stand. Red-

faced. Furious. He stepped into the street. This ends now," he hissed. "You're making a mockery of this parade." Tank 

stopped. Helmet cam rolling. He spoke loud enough for the crowd to hear. "A mockery? This young man lost his legs for 

this country. He wanted to march the same route his grandfather and father marched. You said he couldn't because you 

wouldn't spend money on ramps. Said if he can't walk like everyone else, maybe he shouldn't participate." Dead silence. 

Every eye on the mayor. "That's not... I didn't mean..." he stammered. Tyler spoke from Tank's back. "You didn't mean 

what? That wounded veterans aren't worth forty thousand dollars? That we should hide if we can't walk? That our sacri-

A story worth telling 
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From the editor 

 

A story worth telling 

fice only counts if it's convenient?" Someone in the crowd yelled, "Shame!" Others picked it up. "Shame! Shame! 

Shame!" The mayor retreated. The livestreams were already going viral. At two and a half miles, Tank's legs gave out. 

 He went to one knee. Tyler still on his back. "Tank, please. Let someone else—" "No." He struggled up. Made it 

three steps. Went down again. Both knees. Tyler tried to slide off. Tank held his arms. "Don't you dare," Tank gasped. 

"We do not leave brothers behind." That's when the crowd broke through the barriers. Civilians. Young and old. A teen-

ager grabbed Tank's left arm. An elderly woman took his right. They lifted him. Held him up. Kept him moving. "We've 

got you," the teenager said. "Both of you." The last half mile became something nobody planned. The crowd didn't just 

watch. They joined. They held Tank upright while he held Tyler. Children ran up to high-five the young vet. Old women 

kissed Tank's cheek. Men who'd never served held salutes until their arms ached. When they crossed the finish line at 

the memorial park, Tank collapsed. Medics rushed over. He waved them off. Looked up at Tyler, now in his wheelchair 

beside him. "We made it, son." Tyler was sobbing. "You could've killed yourself. Why?" Tank grabbed his hand. 

"Because twenty-two veterans take their own lives every day thinking nobody gives a damn. Because you needed to 

know someone would carry you rather than let you be forgotten. That's what brothers do." The story went national with-

in hours. The helmet cam footage was everywhere. The mayor's words played on every news channel. He resigned 

within a week. Within a month, legislation was introduced requiring all federally funded Veterans Day parades to be fully 

accessible. But the real change happened locally. The city didn't just build temporary ramps the next year. They made 

the entire route permanently accessible. Businesses started hiring wounded veterans. The high school paired students 

with disabled vets to help them participate in community events. Tank's knees never fully recovered. He walks with a 

cane now. Sometimes two on bad days. But every Veterans Day, he stands at the parade route and watches Tyler 

march on prosthetic legs. Paid for by an anonymous donor who saw the video. "You didn't have to carry me the whole 

way," Tyler tells him every year. "Yes I did," Tank says every time. "Someone had to show this country we mean it 

when we say no one gets left be-

hind." Our club has grown from fif-

teen members to over two hundred. 

We don't just ride anymore. We car-

ry. Literally when necessary. Any 

wounded veteran who wants to par-

ticipate in something their disability 

prevents. We make it happen. Tank 

keeps one photo on his bike. Him on 

his knees at mile two and a half. 

Tyler on his back. Civilians holding 

them both up. He wrote at the bot-

tom: The day America remembered. 

Because that's what it was. Not just 

one old biker carrying a young sol-

dier. But a nation being reminded 

that some sacrifices can't be meas-

ured in dollars. That accessibility 

isn't charity. It's obligation. That 

when we say we honor those who 

served, we mean all of them. Even if 

one old biker with bad knees has to 

carry them on his back to prove it. 

(Share this story to spread kindness 

and let's make this world a better 

place)    

 Semper Fidelis  

 Walt Benson 
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MCL National JR. Vice Commandant David Porter Jr., Lt. Gen. Charles G. Chiarotti, USMC Ret., Gen. Brad-

ford J. Gering, MCL National Commandant TJ Morgan, MCL National Judge Advocate Bruce Rakfeldt, MCL 

National SR. Vice Commandant, Russ Miller. Cut the ribbon to open the event.                  

Marine Corps League  Exhibit  
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                                            This is my kind of ride                                                  Let there be Drones 

It’s important to know  

where we have been 
If you get lost someone to lead  20th 

SgtMaj of the Marine Corps, Carlos 

A. Ruiz, National Chair of Public  

Relations, John Taylor. 

Jarhead Jabber pod Casts 

 

 

Marine Corps Association  

Table 
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Jim Harvey, greeting  Marines 

with open arms and a smile. 

Chairman of the Budget Com-

mittee, Bob Ziltz 

PNC Warren Griffin, and Julianne 

Creedon Planning the day. 

National SR. Vice Commandant  

Russ Miller 

Director of Events,  Rob Brooks,  

National Commandant, TJ Morgan  

National JR. Vice Commandant, 

David Porter 

Far Left: Exhibit for  

The Tun sign up to help 

rebuild the birthplace of 

the Corps. 

 

Left: This should be my 

next vehicle. It has all 

the accessories needed 

to travel 95. 
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Rocky Mountain Division National Vice Commandant Tom Krueger,  

Southeast Division Assistant National Vice Commandant Jim Stone 

Above: Tim Harvey PR Chair John Taylor, AJ Cox Jarhead 

Jabber, Tina Harvey, PCDD Don Garland, and others,  

Right Gunny Claus, doing a little shopping for the Marines 

who gave him their List 
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Northwest Division National Vice Commandant SkipNakashima, 

39th Commandant of The Marine Corps, General Eric Smith  

Gunny Claus , 1st Reindeer Division, Marine Corps Base North 

Pole  

Modern Day Marine 2026, I had the opportunity to sit down with Sgt. Maj. Daniel Krause, Sgt. Maj. 
Jacob Reiff, Sgt. Maj. Ryan Gnecco, and Sgt. Maj. Anthony Loftus to talk about preparing Marines 
for the next 250 years. 
We discussed how we man, train, and equip Marines, not just with platforms and equipment, but as 
individuals.  
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Southwest Div. NVC, Joe Uribe, Central Div, NVC Dave Englert, Northeast Div. NVC Bob Ziltz, Rocky Moun-

tain Div. NVC, Tom Krueger, Northwest Div. NVC, Skip Nakashima, National Judge Advocate Bruce Rakfeldt. 
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new England  division  
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new england  division  
VSO Wanted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 New England Division Seeking a Veteran Services Officer (VSO) The New 

England Division is seeking a dedicated Veteran Services Officer (VSO). This vital 

role is focused on serving and advocating for U.S. Marine Corps Veterans, as well as 

Veterans of all U.S. Armed Forces, their families, and survivors. The VSO ensures 

that Veterans and their families receive the Department of Veterans Affairs, state, lo-

cal government, and non-government benefits to which they are entitled. 

 Every other Division in the League currently has a VSO, providing essential 

support to Veterans in their regions. With the leadership of Director Philip Du and the 

accredited VSOs across the League, countless Veterans and their families are al-

ready benefiting from their guidance and expertise. The New England Division is ea-

ger to fill this important position and continue expanding the League’s mission of ser-

vice to Veterans. If you are committed to advocating for Veterans and have the dedi-

cation to make a meaningful impact in the New England community, we encourage  

you to begin the process of becoming a VSO. 

 

For more information click on the link below: 

Veteran Services – Marine Corps League 

Please contact: NVC Patrick Maguire with any questions or if you’re interested in the 

VSO position. 

https://www.mcleaguelibrary.org/veterans-service-officer/
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Commandants Corner 

 It has been my distinct honor and privilege to 

have served as the Commandant for the Department 

of Connecticut. My tenure will end with the elections 

at our Department Convention on 6 June 2026.  

 We have had some setbacks but also suc-

cesses. 

 Attendance at meetings has been consistent 

but not as robust as we hoped for. Detachments 

have been closed because no one stepped up to 

take the reins. A Detachment cannot exist without a 

Commandant and a Paymaster.  

 On the bright side, we had a wonderful cere-

mony at the rotunda in the State Capitol to celebrate 

the 250 th birthday of our beloved Marine Corps.  

 Our Toys for Tots campaigns were spectacu-

larly successful. Kudos to those Detachments that 

participated.  

 The Funeral Honor Guard, led by Marine 

John Reek, continues to pay respects to our de-

ceased veterans. These Marines truly deserve our 

appreciation. I’ve seen Honor Guards from other or-

ganizations. Ours is incomparable. Thank you! 

 We have continued giving scholarships, both 

at the Department and Detachments levels.  We still 

need to grow our ranks. Try to find and recruit new 

members. Then make them feel welcome. Member-

ship should be fun, not drudgery.  

 The other half of the equation to make our 

League successful is to get current members more 

involved. I recommend organizing some family-type 

activities to entice them. Make it fun and they will 

come. 

 I want to thank several individuals who have 

made my tenure more enjoyable by assuming im-

portant roles. 

 Senior Vice Commandant Walt Benson has 

been a remarkable asset. His connections with the 

New England Division and National have proven inval-

uable to me as I learned to navigate the League’s hier-

archy. 

 Junior Vice Commandant George Gutmann 

offered much straightforward advice, pulling no punch-

es. I always appreciate his candor. 

 Adjutant Charise Hewitt filled a billet that is 

necessary but unpopular. Fortunately for the Depart-

ment, she does a stellar job and regularly kept me on 

my toes. 

 Tom Jackson volunteered to fill the unenviable 

job as Paymaster, although I know how busy he is in 

various veteran organizations.  

 Peter DePaola currently holds five positions. 

His willingness to take on multiple responsibilities has 

proven more valuable than I could possibly have imag-

ined. 

 Adele Hodges has been a constant friend and 

advisor. I appreciate her insights and input. 

 Judge Advocate Doug Fisk (PDD &amp;PCDD) 

has been a friend and mentor. He never hesitated to 

share his vast knowledge of the League and the 

MODD, always with good humor. 

 Many others have contributed to the success of 

the Department. Please know that I appreciate all of 

you, more than you know. 

 I truly relish the Marine Corps League and the 

Military Order of the Devil Dogs. We do not always see 

eye-to-eye with everyone. That is true in all societies, 

organizations, families, etc. But the camaraderie of 

Marines, other veterans, and Associate Members is 

well worth the price of admission. 
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Marines win top sniper competition 

 Two Marine snipers brought home the top prize at this year’s International Sniper Competition 
in a rare win for the Corps. Staff Sgt. Tyler Johnson and Sgt. Spencer Harrell took first place at the 
annual competition, which was last week at Fort Benning, Georgia, becoming only the second Ma-
rine Corps team to win the event and the first since 2009 

 In a lighthearted nod to the long-running joke about Marines and crayons, the win-
ners posed with a Crayola 24-pack on the trophy, drawing delighted reactions on social media.  

 Two-man sniper teams from across the United States and partner nations were eligible to 
participate in the multiday competition, which tests long-range marksmanship, target detection, re-
connaissance and reporting, and movement under stealth and concealment, according to the Army. 

 The experience also serves as a forum for service members to exchange tactics and best 
practices. The International Sniper Competition was hosted from April 7-10 as part of the Army’s In-
fantry Week. 

 The competition in Georgia differs from the U.S. Army Special Operations Command Interna-
tional Sniper Competition, which was held in North Carolina in March. 

          Eve Sampson  

https://www.facebook.com/share/1Aow4BzPtj/
https://www.benning.army.mil/Sniper-Competition/
https://www.war.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/4440852/joint-force-comes-together-for-special-operations-sniper-competition/
https://www.militarytimes.com/author/eve-sampson
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 On April 11, 2026 the Navy Commissioned a new Arleigh Burke Class Guided Missile Destroyer, the 

USS Harvey C. Barnum Jr. DDG 124. This ship was names after, Medal of Honor recipient, Col Harvey C. 

Barnum Jr., USMC Retired. Col Barnum was the fourth Marine to receive the Medal for actions in Vietnam. 

The Citation reads as follows:  

First Lieutenant Harvey C. Barnum Jr. 

United States Marine Corps 

for service as set forth in the following Citation: 

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty as Forward 

Observer for Artillery, while attached to Company H, Second Battalion, Ninth Marines, Third Marine Division 

(Reinforced), in action against communist forces at Ky Phu in Quang Tin Province, Republic of Vietnam, on 

18 December 1965. When the company was suddenly pinned down by a hail of extremely accurate enemy 

fire and was quickly separated from the remainder of the battalion by over five hundred meters of open and 

fire-swept ground, and casualties mounted rapidly, Lieutenant Barnum quickly made a hazardous reconnais-

sance of the area seeking targets for his artillery. Finding the rifle company commander mortally wounded 

and the radio operator killed, he, with complete disregard for his own safety, gave aid to the dying command-

er, then removed the radio from the dead operator and strapped it to himself. He immediately assumed com-

mand of the rifle company, and moving at once into the midst of the heavy fire, rallying and giving encour-

agement to all units, reorganized them to replace the loss of key personnel and led their attack on enemy 

positions from which deadly fire continued to come. His sound and swift decisions and his obvious calm 

served to stabilize the badly decimated units and his gallant example as he stood exposed repeatedly to 

point out targets served as an inspiration to all. Provided with two armed helicopters, he moved fearlessly 

through enemy fire to control the air attack against the firmly entrenched enemy while skillfully directing one 

platoon in a successful counterattack in the key enemy positions. Having thus cleared a small area, he re-

quested and directed the landing of two transport helicopters for the evacuation of the dead and wounded. 

He then assisted in the mopping up and final seizure of the battalion's objective. His gallant initiative and he-

roic conduct reflected great credit upon himself and were in keeping with the highest traditions of the Marine 

Corps and United States Naval Service. Lyndon B. Johnson 
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Charge on! 

         COL. Harvey C. Barnum JR.                   Fire Dept Representative from CT                      Anchors Aweigh 

 39th commandant of the Marine Corps, 

Gen Eric Smith, Col Harvey C. Barnum JR. 

USMC Ret.                   .                   

Col Harvey C. Barnum JR. USMC Ret., and his 

wife Martha.               .                   

Challenge Coin  

DDG 124.                   
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 The Department of Connecticut is raffling off a Bird House to 

help with the cost of our one day convention. This Birdhouse was 

built and do- nated by 

Rich Michaud of 

the Hard- ware City 

Detachment. There is a 

real Blue Peaks 

Lodge it is in Queens 

town New Zealand 

near a Bird Sanctuary. 

 We were origi-

nally going to offer tick-

ets online but due to 

issues be- yond my 

control we could not 

but it will be in the con-

vention Raffle. The raffle will be held during the convention, and it 

will be a combined raffle, Department and Pack. Both organiza-

tions will spit the earnings. The schedule of the Convention will be 

tight as the goal is to get everything completed and get everyone 

out at a reasonable time which will include Convention and Growl.  

 I ask if you have any items to donate please ring them to the 

convention, or bring them to the April 12th Dept. meeting. I would 

ask the dogs to bring in their usual item below $20 value to help 

make our raffle a success.  

Dept. of ct. raffle 
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Hardware city Detachment 

HONOR FLIGHT CONNECTICUT 
 Honor Flight Network is a national nonprofit organization comprised of independent hubs working 

together to achieve the Honor Flight mission. In furtherance of this com-

mon goal, we have the enormous priv- ilege of showing our nation’s veterans 

the appreciation and honor they de- serve. 

Participation in an Honor Flight trip gives veterans the opportunity to 

share this momentous occasion with other comrades, remember the fallen, 

and share their stories and experienc- es with other veterans. Honored vet-

erans always travel free of charge, thanks to generous donations to our 

organization. 

 While initially focused solely on America’s World War II era veterans, 

Honor Flight Network has expanded its mission to include those who 

served during the Korean War and the Vietnam War eras. The Honor Flight 

TLC program also honors veterans of any service era who are critically ill. 

 In order to maximize the num- ber of American veterans served by 

our organization, each eligible veteran may only be honored on a single Honor Flight trip. 

 Over 128 hubs across the country form our Honor Flight Network. These hubs and their volunteers 

truly make our mission a success. They freely donate their time and talents to coordinate flights, bus trips, 

welcome home ceremonies, thousands of phone calls and so much more – all with the common goal to 

honor our nation’s heroes with the trip of a lifetime. 

 Through Honor Flight Network’s Lone Eagle program, we are able to serve those veterans who live 

in areas with no local hub – furthering the reach of our impact.  

 It was our privilege to help Honor Flight of CT, sendoff many well-deserved Veterans to Washington, 

 

From left to right: Jim Soder, New England Division, Sgt-At-Arms, David Theriault, Southington Memorial 

Detachment; Joe Mayo Southington Memorial Detachment, Fred McGoldrick Hardware City Detachment, 

Brendan Boyle, Chaplain, Hardware City Detachment, Seated Rivers McCalop Hardware City Detach-

ment. Not in the photo Detachment Commandant Al Urso Hardware City Detachment.  

Looking Good Marines. 
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 A group photo at the final destination, doesn’t begin to tell the story of love and respect that comes 

together to make an event like this possible; and if you are not a veteran you will never know the why or 

how important this is. From the bus ride to the airport, the cheering family and friends, veteran groups, cur-

rent members of the Military, the music, the youth organizations, the Flags so many died defending, and so 

 

Hardware city Detachment 

HONOR FLIGHT CONNECTICUT 

 

The Patriot Guard Riders 

Ct honor flight escort 

 

Brass city young marines 

Color guard 
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Hardware city Detachment 

HONOR FLIGHT CONNECTICUT 

National Guard Honor Walk Gil Simmons USMC Ret. 

Father/ Son, Joseph Pelletier and his son Marc, Jo-

seph was a Devil Dog Paratrooper in Korea. 

Whenever you have a gathering where Marines are present , 

there is always one who has to go over the line and show off. Gil 

Simmons, a Marine Weatherman, doing push ups. I don’t think we 

have weathermen anymore, its either raining or not. 

A water salute bids all farewell 
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Bridgeport  detachment 

On May 16th Members of the Greater Bridgeport Detachment , MCL, Navy, and Other Veterans Collecting 

Food and donations for Operation Hope. Last year they Collected 16 Tons of food and 15 Thousand Dollars. 

We Hope this year is even more Successful. 

The Marine Corps League was also conducting a Rose Day Event 

Above: Rose Taylor, Mike Bolash, and Detachment Commandant Adele  

Hodges 

Right Rose Taylor Looking Good Marines 
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from the worthy pack  leader 

 Woof, Woof Dogs,  

 We are days away from our Department Convention and our Grand Growl, please bring your 

raffle items to the business portion of the day so it can be displayed during the day. This year there 

is a combined raffle for league and pack, and we will spit the profit.  

 It is the end of my first year as Worthy Pack Leader and we have had some minor success 

with new dogs but we have a long way to go. PDD Daigle introduced the idea of an additional raffle 

to boost our income to be able to do more when it comes to out pack. I would like to see us go even 

further, with involvement with donations to other groups, and become more active in the community, 

such as participating in an event with the Young Marines. Think about becoming more involved and 

taking a role as an officer in the Pack or Pound. Bring your ideas to the table, everyone has an idea, 

some good and some bad but we won’t know which until its on the table. At the last Department 

meeting a new member volunteered to run for Junior Vice Commandant, and that is the best thing 

that has happened in a while.  

 At the Grand Growl I will be naming a new position in our pack and I will be assigning some-

one to this role. The position is “Fun Dog”. We wish to bring fun back to these Growls and that will 

be the job of the Fun Dog. Larry Hermann used to be our Jester which was a self appointed role, 

where he told jokes at the Growls but this is much more and the goal is to involve everyone. If you 

are interested in becoming the Fun Dog please contact me as soon as possible as that dog will be 

named at the Grand Growl. 

 All of this being said, I will be running for my second term as Worthy Pack Leader at the 

Growl. Last year I won by one vote so I anticipate another tight election. I ask you all to join us at the 

Grand Growl but also join us at the League business session as well, we need to be League mem-

bers before we can be dogs. 

 

Semper Woof,  

PDD Walt Benson 

Worthy Pack Leader.  

Pack Leader 
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Support our iwo jima monument 

  

  Sponsor our eternal flame 

  “In memory” or “In honor of” 

 

$15 for a day 

$100 for a week 

$400 for a Month 

Donate on our secure website at www.IwoJimaMemorial.org 
 

Or mail a check to: Iwo Jima Memorial Foundation, Inc. 

P.O. Box 31516 

Newington, CT 06131 

 

Questions: Contact Elaine at IwoJimaMem.CT@gmail.com 
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Department of Connecticut Young Marine Liaison Peter DePaola, with members of the Brass 

City Young Marines 

Looking good marines 
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Maine 

From the commandant 
Greetings from the Great State of Maine, 

 The Department of Maine, with its seven Detach-
ments of Marines and Associates are 
always moving. In April, the Depart-
ment and several Detachments 
across the state, held elections for 
officers. At the Department level, the 
members decided that things were 
moving in a good direction and voted 
to retain the current year’s team. 
While our Department Officer team 
remains unchanged for the next year, 
we are all humbled for the opportunity 
to continue to serve our league, as we 
continue to achieve goals presented. 
 Recently I had the opportunity 
to attend a special Spouses Apprecia-
tion Night, hosted by our Southern 
Maine Detachment. Commandant 
David Close and his Southern Marine 
team developed this outstanding con-
cept to show the detachment’s appre-
ciation for the work that many of their 
spouses do “behind the scenes.” 
Many of us are very lucky that our 
spouses or significant others support 
not only the mission of The League, 
but our local Detachment responsibili-
ties as well, standing alongside their 
League member, offering support and 
aid as necessary, helping to ensure 
so many of our events are successful. 
Commandant Close contacted the 
Maine Military Museum in South Portland to host the 
event. The museum opened its facility that evening, just 
for members of the League and their spouses/significant 
others for the event. A brief description of the facility, bor-
rowed directly from their webpage states; “the Maine Mili-
tary Museum is a treasure trove of military history, con-
taining items and artifacts from the Revolutionary War to 
the current conflicts. This expansive collection includes 
everything from 18th-century playing cards to an F14 
ejection seat, representing every conflict in American 
history. Every item displayed in the museum is authentic, 
as historical proof is a prerequisite for being displayed.” It 
was a well-attended and quite interesting evening at the 
museum. I would encourage any league member visiting 
Maine to google the facility as a must see for their travels 
north.  
 In April, Past Department Commandant Charlie 
Paul and I staffed a Marine Corps League recruiting table 
at a veteran’s event hosted in Augusta Maine. We had 
the opportunity to meet many great veterans and several 
Marines. The sea stories, “embellished recollections” of 
our military adventures, were shared. We all enjoyed a 
chuckle or two from our previous “hard chargin” duty 
days. We had our National and Department color’s dis-
played with pride and were amazed how many Marines 
had not heard of the Marine Corps League. 

 As many realize, we need to continue to get the word out 
about who we are, what we do and the opportunity to 
continue “the mission” as Marines. Maine has another 

event planned for June 6 th in Booth 
Bay Harbor. We are registered to rep-
resent our League once again as we 
attempt to pass the word and grow our 
membership. 
 As we approach Memorial 
Day, many of our Detachments, like 
others across the division, are prepar-
ing for Memorial Day events. Many of 
our detachments participated in plac-
ing flags on the gravesites of veterans, 
ensuring that on Memorial Day we re-
member our fallen. On Memorial Day, 
across our division, members will be 
participating in various Memorial Day 
events in a variety of ways, recogniz-
ing the sacrifices made for our country 
by these service members.  
 The Central Maine Marines 
Detachment #810, working with the 
Lewiston-Auburn Veteran’s Commit-
tee, will be supporting a new memorial 
to the “Four Chaplain’s” being dedicat-
ed at the Lewiston Veteran’s Park. As 
many will recognize, the Four Chap-
lain’s, all First Lieutenants, represent-
ing four different religions: George L 
Fox, Alexander D. Goode, Clark V Pol-
ing and George P. Washington “died 
rescuing civilian and military personnel 

as the American troop ship SS Dorchester sank on Feb-
ruary 3, 1943, in what has been referred to as one of the 
worst sea disasters of World War II. It is reported that af-
ter being torpedoed by a German submarine, the four 
Chaplains helped other soldiers’ board lifeboats and gave 
up their own life jackets when the ship’s supply ran out. 
The chaplains joined arms, said prayers and sang hymns 
as they went down with the ship” (Wikipedia). Chaplain 
John Robbins, the Department of Maine Chaplain, was 
selected to be the Chaplain representing the Marine 
Corps League at the event. We are all very proud of the 
efforts of the Lewiston-Auburn Veteran’s Committee for 
making this memorial concept a reality, as well as the fact 
that our Department Chaplain was selected to represent 
our League at this ceremony. 
 Finally, just like many of you, our Detachment 
members are currently wrapping up plans to attend our 
New England Division’s FIRST Division conference. It is 
with excitement and enthusiasm that I look forward to 
meeting new friends and greeting old friends. Let the “sea 
stories,” old and new, continue to be shared. 

Semper Fidelis, 
Peter Lubas 
Commandant 
Department of Maine 
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Maine 

Spouses appreciation night 

 On Thursday, 9 April 2026 Southern Maine Detachment 1324 held a "Spouses Appreciation Night" 

to honor the spouses who have supported their Military Member during their    tenure in the United States 

Marine Corp. s which was held at the Maine Military Museum and Learning Center, 50 Peary Terrance, 

South Portland, Maine. 

Commandant Dave Close, read the following message: Tonight we are expressing gratitude and recognizing 

the sacrifices and contributions of military spouses.  

 "Ladies and Gentlemen, Good evening and welcome to this special night dedicated to honoring our 

military spouses. Tonight, we gather not just to celebrate, but to express our deepest gratitude to the in-

credible individuals who stand beside our service members. Military spouses, your unwavering support 

and resilience form the backbone of our armed forces. While our service members are the visible heroes, 

you are the silent strength that empowers them to serve our nation with courage and commitment. Your 

sacrifices, often unseen and unheralded, are the bedrock upon which our military stands. You face the 

unique challenges of military life with grace - frequent relocations, long separations, and the uncertainty 

that comes with each deployment. Yet, you manage to build homes wherever you are, hold families to-

gether, and nurture the spirit of community. Your ability to adapt and thrive in ever-changing circumstanc-

es is nothing short of remarkable. Tonight, we honor your contributions, not just as spouses, but as the 

champions of resilience and hope. You are the ones who keep the home fires burning, ensuring that our 

service members have the peace of mind to focus on their duties. Let us take this moment to acknowledge 

your sacrifices and thank you for your unwavering dedication. You are the unsung heroes, and we are for-

ever grateful for your service to our nation. Thank you for your strength, your patience, and your unwaver-

ing love. We celebrate you tonight and every night”. 

Thank You 
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Maine 

Spouses appreciation night 
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Maine 

Spouses appreciation night 

Upon entering the building, you enter the main room, which has on display many uniforms that were worn by past and pre-
sent military members. Also, there are tables that have many books written about the military and also books "written by for-

mer military members. 

I 

 There are other 

rooms and areas that 

contain thousands and 

thousands of military 

memorabilia that were 

donated to the Maine 

Military Museum. (far 

Left)  in the back room is 

a display set aside to 

honor the POW/MIA and 

in an adjacent room, Pic-

tured Left it pays honors 

to World War I Veteran's  
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Maine 

Spouses appreciation night 

Upon entering the building, you enter the main room, which has on display many uniforms that were worn by past and pre-
sent military members. Also, there are tables that have many books written about the military and also books "written by for-
mer military members. 
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Maine 

Spouses appreciation night 
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Maine 

Spouses appreciation night 
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Maine 

Spouses appreciation night 

 N
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Maine 

Spouses appreciation night 
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Maine 

Spouses appreciation night 

Top photo pictured left to 

right are Marty Traiser, 

Department of Maine 

Commandant Peter Lu-

bas, Dave Carroll, Fred 

Monsen (standing, in 

back on the left); David 

Wick, Sally Nason, and 2 

unknown persons (seated 

at the table). Susan SL 

Piere (walking) and Da-

lene Close and Dave 

Close (back to camera).  

Bottom photo are Steve 

and Jaimy Friedrich. 
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Maine 

Spouses appreciation night 
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Maine 

Spouses appreciation night 
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Maine 

Veteran expo in Augusta  

Dept of Maine Commandant  

Peter Lubas and Charles Paul  

attended a recent Veteran Expo in 

Augusta.  

We used the expo to conduct a 

membership recruitment drive. A 

great day, we talked to a number of 

Marines. Hoping it generates solid 

leads.  
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Maine 

Pack growl, advancement 

Left: Worthy Pack Leader Don Kozerow &  

Stephen Fleming  open the GROWL. 

 

Below: At our recent Maine Pack GROWL, we 

were able to advance (left to right) Clifford 

Plourde and Joseph Masse to Pedigree Devil 

Dogs and Barry (Butch) Tracy and Dept of 

Maine Commandant Peter Lubas to Devil 

Dogs. Cliff and Joe were elevated to the PDD 

ranks due to age, Cliff is 90 and Joe is 88. It 

was a great day for some wonderful Devil 

Dogs, and the Maine Pack.  
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Maine 

Left: Central Maine Det. 810 held a breakfast to have a wonderful 

social event. It was a small gathering but we expect it will grow as 

we plan on making this a quarterly event. In the picture (left to 

right), Charlie Paul, Joseph Masse, Clifford Plourde, Pauline 

Plourde, Joyce Richmond, Peter Lubas, Benjamin Redmond, & 

Roland Jordan. Breakfast was held at Roy’s in Auburn. A favorite 

local establishment. Breakfast was good and coffee was plentiful. 

A great time was had by all  

Below: Central Maine Det 810 held our annual National Vietnam 

War Veterans Day-Remembrance Ceremony. Karen Staples, 

representing Susan Collin’s office and Carl Sheline, Mayor of 

Lewiston presented keynote addresses. Martin Traiser, Southern 

Maine and Joyce Richmond, Central Maine conducted POW/MIA 

ceremony. It was a small gathering but very meaningful.  
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Maine 

Vietnam memorial day 

Carl Sheline, Mayor & Karen Staples presented nice messag-

es to the veteran community, joined in stage is Charles Paul. 

Dona St Pierre and Peter St Pierre presented ceremonial wreath 

in memory of 58000+ lives lost. 

Charlie Paul delivers his message at the March 29 event.  
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Maine 

Vietnam memorial day 

Dona St Pierre & Martin Traiser rendering salutes at the Lewiston Veterans Park Vietnam Memorial monu-

ment. Both Marines are Southern Maine Marines. Roland Jordan laying the ceremonial wreath at the Vietnam 

memorial. Charles Paul delivering words of Remembrance to our fallen.  
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Massachusetts  
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Massachusetts  

 89th Convention 

Mike Hinds, Dept. of Massachusetts Commandant 

&N E Division ANVC. 
Jon Zwirblia, JR. Past Dept. of MA Comm. Presents 

the Dept Marine of The Yr. Award to Peter King. 
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Massachusetts  

 Mildred Cox not only as a Marine and veteran, but as a trailblazer whose life inspired generations to 

serve with courage, dignity, and patriotism. 

With deep respect and heartfelt sorrow, we remember Mildred “Millie” Cox, one 

of the first women to enlist in the United States Marine Corps during World War 

II, who passed away at the remarkable age of 102. A proud member of the 

Greatest Generation, Millie devoted her life to service, community, and country, 

leaving behind a legacy defined by cour- age, dedication, and unwavering loyalty 

to the nation she loved.  

 At just 20 years old, during one of the most difficult periods in modern his-

tory, Millie answered the call to serve at a time when opportunities for women in 

the military were still limited. As one of the pioneering women to wear the Ea-

gle, Globe, and Anchor, she became part of a historic generation that helped re-

shape the role of women in military ser- vice. Serving as a stenographer during 

the war, she played an important role in supporting the operations that sustained 

America’s wartime efforts. 

 Millie also earned recognition as the first female World War II Marine to sign The Rifle, further ce-

menting her place in Marine Corps history and among the generations of women who followed in her foot-

steps For 70 years, she shared her life with her husband, fellow World War II veteran William Cox, building 

a partnership rooted in love, sacrifice, and devotion to family and country. Their story reflected the enduring 

strength and resilience of a generation forged through war and united by service. Today, we remember not 

only a Marine, but a woman whose courage helped open doors for fu-

ture generations of women in uniform. 

A life ‘defined by service’: Bay State 

mourns passing of World War II veteran 

Mildred ‘Millie’ Cox 
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Massachusetts  
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Massachusetts  
 The Department of Massachusetts Marine Corps League proudly congratulates Commandant Ronald 

Timm of Detachment 125 on being recognized during the Second Annual Military Appreciation Day at the 

Massachusetts State House. 

 Commandant Timm was one of 132 indi-

viduals honored from across the Commonwealth 

for their dedication, ser- vice, and continued sup-

port of veterans, military families, and the military 

community. Each hon- oree was nominated by 

their State Representa- tive, and Commandant 

Timm was proudly nomi- nated by Representative 

Kip Diggs.  

 This recognition reflects Commandant 

Timm’s unwavering com- mitment to the values of 

the Marine Corps League and his continued service 

to veterans and the com- munity throughout Massa-

chusetts. Please join us in congratulating Comman-

dant Timm on this well- deserved honor. 

Above: Program and Certificated from the State 

of Massachusetts. 

 

Top and Right Detachment 125 Commandant        

Ronald Timm and his wife  
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 Yesterday was a proud and memorable day for 

Marine Corps League Detachment 125. Our Comman-

dant, Ronald Timm, was one of 132 individuals hon-

ored at the Massachusetts State House during the 

Second Annual Military Appreciation Day. This special 

event recognized service members, veterans, military 

families, and dedicated advocates from across the 

Commonwealth. 

 Each honoree was nominated by their State 

Representative, and Commandant Timm was proudly 

nominated by Representative Kip Diggs.  

 Commandant Timm humbly accepted the 

Massachusetts  
 Yesterday was a proud and memorable day for Marine Corps League Detachment 125. Our Com-

mandant, Ronald Timm, was one of 132 individuals honored at the Massachusetts State House during the 

Second Annual Military Appreciation Day. This special event recognized service members, veterans, military 

families, and dedicated advocates from across the Commonwealth.

 Each honoree was nominated by their State Representative, and Commandant Timm was proudly 

nominated by Representative Kip Diggs.  

 Commandant Timm humbly accepted the award on behalf of Detachment 125, emphasizing that this 

recognition reflects the collective dedication, service, and impact of the entire Cape Cod Detachment within 

our community.  

 Commandant Timm was accompanied by his wife for the occasion. Although Representative Diggs 

was unable to attend, his Legislative Aide, Grigsby Lovaas, was present and served as a gracious and wel-

coming host  

Above: Commandant Ronald Timm, and his wife 

with Gov. Maura Healey. 

 

Left: Commandant Ronald and his wife with Leg-

islative Aide Grigsby Lovaas 
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Memorial day  

Massachusetts  

 On Friday May 22, Farley elementary school in Hudson Massachusetts took time to mark Me-

morial Day. On hand for this event were our very own Porter’s. David Porter Sr., National JR. Vice 

Commandant David Porter, and William Porter, with his children William Porter Jr., and Reagan Por-

ter.  
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New Hampshire  
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New Hampshire  
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Rhode island 

 

 

 We had our 13th+ annual Chapel of Four Chaplains Memorial Service a couple of months 

ago to honor and remember these four men of God. This is an ecumenical service held at the Cor-

nerstone Methodist Church in Coventry, RI. It is very well attended by many high ranking 

state officials, veterans groups, a many interested citizens from all over the area. 

 This year was special in that we had with us, representing the Chapel Foundation, Howard 

Schaeffer (also our MCL National Chaplain). Several notable MCL members were also present: PNC 

Warren Griffin; NE Div. Vice Commandant Pat Maguire; Massachusetts Department Chaplain Ed 

Yung; Department of RI  Commandant Joe Afonso and our MCL Department Color Guard, which 

has participated in this service almost from the beginning. 

Chaplain Schaeffer addressed the congregation and gave greetings from the Chapel Foundation, 

also telling us about the history of it. He presented me with the Bronze Medallion from the Founda-

tion. This was shocking and humbling at the same time! I thank Commandant Maguire for nominat-

ing me and Chaplain Schaeffer for the presentation and believing that I was worthy of this prestig-

ious honor. I will forever strive to be worthy of this award. 

Janie Deptula, Chaplain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapel of the four chaplains 
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Rhode island 

 

 

 We had our 13th+ annual Chapel of Four Chaplains Memorial Service a couple of months 
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state officials, veterans groups, a many interested citizens from all over the area. 

 This year was special in that we had with us, representing the Chapel Foundation, Howard 

Schaeffer (also our MCL National Chaplain). Several notable MCL members were also present: PNC 

Warren Griffin; NE Div. Vice Commandant Pat Maguire; Massachusetts Department Chaplain Ed 

Yung; Department of RI  Commandant Joe Afonso and our MCL Department Color Guard, which 

has participated in this service almost from the beginning. 

Chaplain Schaeffer addressed the congregation and gave greetings from the Chapel Foundation, 

also telling us about the history of it. He presented me with the Bronze Medallion from the Founda-

tion. This was shocking and humbling at the same time! I thank Commandant Maguire for nominat-

ing me and Chaplain Schaeffer for the presentation and believing that I was worthy of this prestig-

ious honor. I will forever strive to be worthy of this award. 

Janie Deptula, Chaplain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapel of the four chaplains 
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WORDS OF WISDOM AND FOOD FOR THOUGHT. 

To the world you may be just one person but to one person you may be the world. 

The measure of your life will not be what you accumulate but what you gave away. 

BE the change that you want to see in the world. 

God never calls us to be busy, He tells us to be fruitful. 

Three stages of marriage: Lust; rust; dust. 

As a leader, you cannot change what you cannot confront. 

You are responsible for who you become, travel the path of integrity. 

Warren Buffett “I can buy anything I want except time.” Use it wisely. 

How you see the problem is the problem. How you react to the problem determines the outcome. God 

gave you the free will to choose. 

Every moment is a fresh beginning. 

Don’t count the days, make the days count. 

When you learn, teach; when you get, give. 

Gray hair is a crown of splendor; it is attained by the way of righteousness. (Proverbs 16:31) 

Keep true, never be ashamed of doing right. (T.S. Eliot) 

Even if you’re on the right track, you’ll get run over if you just sit there. (Will Rogers) 

Life is not measured by the breaths we take but by the moments that take our breath away. 

(Maya Angelou) 

We grow as we struggle, we learn as we overcome. 

The only thing worse than being blind, is to have sight with no vision. 

      

NEW ENGLAND DIVISION 

FROM THE CHAPLAIN 
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Scratching's from the dogs 
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Hello to the members of the New England Division and their families.  I am 

honored to have been asked to once again present HAMSAL (Help A Marine, Save 

A Life) to your membership at the Division Conference in June. I last presented to 

your Division 2 years ago and have since added more pertinent information as 

well as resources. For those of you who do not know about HAMSAL, it was 

created when New England Division member, Past National Commandant Warren 

Griffin wanted to do more for our membership and their families regarding 

mental health and wellness.  So, this is when HAMSAL was created.  HAMSAL 

centers around taking care of yourself, as well as taking care of each other, 

suicide awareness and prevention, mental health and substance use, as well as 

my journey. 

I have attended many Division Conferences upon request and presented the 

HAMSAL PowerPoint to talk about the things that we don’t talk about enough.  

What’s that you say, you don’t like talking about these uncomfortable topics?  

Well, I am here to tell you that those days are gone.  We are our brothers and 

sisters keeper, whether you know it or it like it.  As leaders in our communities, 

we must do this together, we cannot do this alone.   

As a retired Police Officer and Marine Corps veteran in recovery, I understand 

about suffering in silence and fighting that stigma, especially within our 

community.  Now I stand tall and recover loudly and help others with their mental 

health and substance use.  Please feel free to reach out to me at any time and 

contact me at shoremarines@gmail.com and 732-921-7411.  I hope to see you in 

June, make sure you come up and introduce yourself to me. Semper Fi! 

Brian Gillespie 

New England division 
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Connect to resources and opportunities: 

Whether you're just starting the transition pro-

cess, or you've already made the move to civilian 

life, the Marine 

for Life Network 

is here to help 

you grow your 

professional net-

work and provide 

the support and 

guidance you 

need to succeed 

beyond the mili-

tary.    

Strengthen your professional relationships 

and expand your network.: Networking is cru-

cial in today's professional world. The Marine for 

Life Network facilitates your networking capabili-

ties through two lines of effort: virtual and face-to

-face communication. 

Virtual: Join the Marine for Life Network's grow-

ing community of Marines, Veterans, and military 

community members on LinkedIn. This premier 

professional networking site is an excellent re-

source for accessing career tools, staying con-

nected with peers, and developing your profes-

sional brand. To connect, start by setting up a 

profile and joining a Marine for Life regional net-

Marine for life 

work group.    

Face-to-Face: More than 70 Marine for Life 

Representatives serves our program as 

hometown links. 

These represent-

atives create a 

bridge between 

the military and 

civilian communi-

ties across the 

nation, connect-

ing you to military

-friendly job op-

portunities, career resources, and networking 

events. Your local representative will help you 

build relationships and explore employment, ed-

ucation, and community resources in your cur-

rent area or the area where you plan to move.  

Military Spouses too!   The Marine for Life Net-

work is committed to helping military spouses 

build relationships and connections that can ben-

efit them in both their personal and professional 

lives. By leveraging the power of the Marine for 

Life Network, military spouses can tap into a wid-

er network of employers, academic institutions, 

entrepreneurship resources, and more!    

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/marine-for-life-network/
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Marine 4 life 
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Wounded warrior regiment 

 

MSgt Charles You 

District Injured Support 

Coordinator (DSC) 

508-740-4331 

Charles.you.mil@usmc.mil 
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Pictured above are the 2026 Young Marines of The Year: Division 1: Mason Steele- Natchaug River 
Young Marines, Danielson, CT, Division 2: Francis (Quinn) Lawton- Upstate Young Marines, Green-
ville, SC, Division 3: Sydney Oke- Lapeer County Young Marines, Lapeer, MI, Division 4: Valerie 
Huete- JPSO Young Marines, Harvey, LA, Division 5: Charlotte Bisila- Lewis & Clark Young Ma-
rines, Ridgefield, WA, Division 6: Philip Zajac- San Diego Young Marines, San Diego, CA  

 

Farewell Address  

2025—2026 

National Young Marine Of The Year 

YM SGTMAJ Chingiz Bahadur 

https://www.facebook.com/natchaugriveryoungmarine?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/natchaugriveryoungmarine?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/upstateyoungmarines?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/LapeerCountyYM?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/JPSOYOUNGMARINES?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/lcym2002?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/lcym2002?__tn__=-%5dK*F
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“I cast my words upon the wind, of things I wish to tell my friends” 

On this page we will publish the works of Marines who have written novels or poetry that they wish to share either in 

segments here or a short description and information to purchase the book. We welcome the works of all members. Not 

all work will appeal to all members but your work will appeal to a member. 

 

 

Available at the Book Store  

Wars & Eras – The Book Store  

 

  

https://www.thebookstore1775.com/collections/wars-eras
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Humor Around The Division 

 A Marine named Ricky was deployed for 4 months 

he received a Dear John letter from his girlfriend back 

home.  It read dear Ricky, I can no longer continue our re-

lationship. The distance between us is too great. I must 

admit I have cheated on you twice since you have been 

gone and it is not fair to either of us, I’m sorry. Please re-

turn the picture of me that I sent you. Regrets Becky. 

 He asked his fellow Marines of any snapshots they 

could spare of their girlfriends, Ex girlfriends, sisters or 

cousins.  He added them to the picture of his now ex girl-

friend. There were now 57 photos in the envelope he sent 

back to Becky along with this short note. Dear Becky, I’m 

sorry but I can’t quite remember who the hell you are. 

Please take your picture from the pile and send the rest 

back to me. 
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As a member of the Marine Corps Association, you will be well-

connected with the Corps with MCA’s membership benefits: 
Resources: 

Leatherneck – Magazine of the Marines and The Marine Corps Gazette are our monthly flagship publications 

that feature valuable information from the Corps. Members can select print and/or digital issues and can ac-

cess more than one hundred years of issues of both magazines online for free. Non-members do not have 

access to our Magazine archives. Click here to see sample issues. 

• The MARINE Shop is our retail store that assists Marines with their uniform requirements regardless of 

rank and offers many Marine Corps themed gifts and apparel. 

MCA Group Insurance Program features valuable insurance products with your needs in mind – all 

backed by an association you can trust. We leverage the buying power of our MCA members to bring 

you competitive group rates and offer one convenient source for 

the following products: 

Term Life Insurance 

TRICARE Supplement 

Dental Insurance 

Vision Insurance 

Pet Insurance 

Long-Term Care Insurance 

Medicare Insurance Plans 

Individual and Family Health Insurance Plans 

To learn more about the benefits of the Marine Corps Association 
Group Insurance Program, Click Here or call (800) 845-4685. 
 

Networking Opportunities: 
Discounted Professional Events: Our members receive discounted  
rates for our MCA professional dinners and events held annually  
throughout the Corps. Our dinners provide members with access  
to senior leaders of the Marine Corps, Department of Defense, and  
industry. Active-duty members can attend for free.  

Professional Development: 
MCA Battle Study Packages: Members will have access to all of our  
Battle Study Packages and learn from the lessons of the battles of  
the past to excel in the Corps battlefields of the future. 
MCA Decision-Making Exercises: Members can practice solving  
issues to increase their ability to make decisions through dozens  
of tactical and ethical decision games 
MCA Corps Voices: Hear the Corps’ icons from Chesty Puller to  
Alexander Vandegrift to Al Gray discuss issues, challenges, and  
battlefield tactics in these audio excerpts recorded over the last  
one hundred years. 

Building a strong relationship to secure the future  

https://mca-marines.org/magazines/
https://mca-marines.org/magazines/
https://marineshop.net/
https://insuremca.com/group-term-life-insurance-plan
https://insuremca.com/TRICARE-Supplement
https://insuremca.com/Dental-Insurance
https://insuremca.com/Vision
https://insuremca.com/Pet-Insurance
https://insuremca.com/Long-Term-Care-Benefit-Program
https://insuremca.com/Medicare-Insurance-Plans
https://insuremca.com/Individual-and-Family-Health-Insurance-Plans
https://insuremca.com/
https://mca-marines.org/mcaevents/category/professional-and-award-events/
https://mca-marines.org/bsp/
https://mca-marines.org/decision-making-exercises/
https://mca-marines.org/corps-voices-podcasts/
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DIVISION SPOTLIGHT  
 In each Issue I would like to focus on Marines that are bringing their A GAME to the Division 

and our mission. I would ask that Detachment and Department Commandants, as well as Pack 

Leaders send in their choices of  Members and Dogs who deserve recognition for the work they do 

and the contributions they make to our success. You should describe their contributions and why 

they are being recognized , since you know them the best. 

 In this issue I want to share this spotlight with the Memorial Day Message from Gen Eric Smith, the 

39th Commandant of the Marine Corps. 

 Memorial Day is a National Day of Remembrance-a time for us to commemorate the brave men and 

women who laid down their lives in defense of our Nation, our freedoms, and our way of life. As we observe 

this day, we must honor the legacy of those who came before us and extend our deepest gratitude to the 

families who bear the quiet, enduring weight of their loss. 

 Since the founding of our Republic, Americans from every generation have answered the call to 

serve, knowing the cost could be profound. As we approach the 250th anniversary of our Nation's independ-

ence, we are reminded that our enduring liberties are underwritten by the extreme hardships and sacrifices 

of those who have worn the cloth of our Nation. Their resolute courage, selfless service, and steadfast dedi-

cation to our founding ideals will forever be inscribed in the history of our Nation. 

 Memorial Day is not only a time for remembrance, but a call to action. As Marines, it is our sacred 

duty to ensure that the legacy of our fallen heroes lives on through our conduct, our commitment, 

and our gratitude. We must ensure that their stories are never forgotten and the ideals they fought for con-

tinue to guide our mission and our character every day. 

 I ask that you stay safe and look out for one another. You are the living tribute to our fallen-honor 

their memory through your actions and return ready to continue the mission of the Corps. Semper Fidelis 

 As we reflect this weekend on those who have gone before us, and the sacrifice they made let us 

also look to those who came home from the battle and continued to serve in other capacities. Those who 

stood to honor those Marines and Veterans who passed away. Those who stood in freezing cold or drench-

ing rain when they could have been resting and warm.  

 Those who went to community events to serve as color guards, to bring attention to the community 

of how Marines and other Veterans serve. How their dedication remains with them long after their time in 

service is done.  

 Those rose sit or stand for hours, to raise money for scholarships for the Children of Marines and 

other Veterans. Those that sit or stand for hours in the cold as they collect Toys for children through the 

Toys– For-Tots Program.  

 Those who lend their time and effort to youth groups such as The Young Marines and the Youth 

Physical Fitness program. 

 Tose who serve in leadership so that our organization continues to move forward in service to the 

community and other Veteran groups.  

 To all of those who contribute at these functions and in other ways. You show up when you are tired, 

when you are cold, when you are not in the mood and when you have other things you would rather be do-

ing, you answer the call to service. That is our mission. Honor is not something that is only claimed on the 

battlefield. Few of us know what the Veteran whose grave we decorate with Flags has done. Just as it is 

often unknown what each Marine Corps Member has achieved, but we know that all of us who show up, 

who stand the watch contribute in our own way in the service to others. So on this weekend while we stop 

and honor the service of others and the ultimate sacrifices they made, remember those who continue to 

serve long after their time in service has passed. The spotlight is on you and the many contributions you 

make in rendering Honors, contributing to the betterment of other Marines and other Veterans and their fam-

ilies. To show the community and the world the Semper Fidelis is not just word it is a way of life that we live 

by. Semper Fidelis Brothers, Sisters and Associates.  

           Walt Benson 
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MONDAY SUNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

June 2026 2026 

5 

12 13 

14 15 19 20 

21 

16 

22 

17 18 

10 11 

25 26 27 

28 

23 24 

3 4 

7 8 9 

1 2 6 

 

29 30 
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MONDAY SUNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

2026 2026 

3 4 

5 11 

12 14 

7 

15 

8 

1 2 

20 21 22 23 

18 

19 24 

29 
 

July 

30 

16 17 

6 

13 

10 9 

27 26 28 

25 

31 
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Classified section 

                       HELP WANTED 
 Each edition I will list any job a Department 

has that is open. We need to encourage Marines to 

step up and fill these positions. Many people think 

that those of us that hold positions have some special 

skills that allow us to do these things we do but that is 

not true. We are all here because we feel we have 

more to offer and more to do. We appreciate that you 

come to the meetings but think how much more you 

could help by stepping up. I think by now I have heard 

just about every excuse to why people can’t do things 

but you can and that is a conversation you need to 

have with yourself. No one ever joined the Marine 

Corps because they thought there were easy no 

stress jobs here. There are jobs listed here that if not 

filled would prevent a Department form functioning.  
 

Department of CT– Is seeking an  Americanism 

Chair. Your duties would include overseeing the De-

partments participation and entries into the American-

ism program. 
 

Department of CT– Is seeking a VAVS NORTH and 

VAVS SOUTH. These position have been open for a 

while there are training videos available on the Na-

tional Website. 
 

Department of CT– Is seeking a Boy Scout Liaison 
 

Department of CT– Is seeking a Youth Physical Fit-

ness liaison to make contact with schools to set up 

the program and help out wherever needed. 
 

Department of CT– Is seeking a Historian 
 

New England Division– is seeking a Historian, who 

will take over keeping the history and accomplish-

ments of the Division. 
 

New England Division– is seeking a Legal Advisor 

and for this position you would need skills to advise 

the Division on all legal matters. 

 

New England Division– is seeking a Auxiliary Liai-

son . This position needs to be filled by a strong indi-

vidual who would basically bring the Auxiliary back to 

life. You would need good communication skills as 

well as drive and ambition.  

New England Division– is seeking a seeking a 

Youth Physical Fitness liaison to make contact with 

schools to set up the program and help out wherever 

needed.  

Every scar on your body and every 

weight on your soul is proof you kept 

going. Pain can drown a weak man, 

but it forges a strong one. The world 

never sees your silent battles — only 

the strength you walk out with. Rise 

with the very pain that tried to break 

you. 

 Turn it into something unstoppa-

ble. 

 Turn it into the version of you 

that refuses to die 
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Indianapolis convention 

Items may be sent directly to the VA   USE MCL—INDY 
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Indianapolis convention 

Shirts are $35.00 Contact  Liz Anderson 

Email: mseanderson515@gmail.com FaceBook– Elizabet Anderson—Hunter 

Text  781-552-9470 
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Indianapolis convention 

Shirts are $35.00 Contact  Liz Anderson 

Email: mseanderson515@gmail.com FaceBook– Elizabet Anderson—Hunter 

Text  781-552-9470 
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Indianapolis convention 
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Indianapolis convention 
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Indianapolis convention 
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Indianapolis convention 
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Indianapolis convention 
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Regardless of the situation, the Marine Corps 

has an answer for almost everything. 

                 A Marines Prayer       

     Almighty Father, whose command is 

over all and whose love never fails, make me 

aware of Thy presence and obedient to Thy 

will.  Keep me true to my best self, guarding 

me against dishonesty in purpose and deed 

and helping me to live so that I can face my 

fellow Marines, my loved ones, and Thee 

without shame or fear.  Protect my family. 

 Give me the will to do the work of a 

Marine and to accept my share of responsibil-

ities with vigor and enthusiasm.  Grant me 

the courage to be proficient in my daily per-

formance.  Keep me loyal and faithful to my 

superiors and to the duties my Country and 

the Marine Corps have entrusted to me.  Help me to wear my uniform 

with dignity, and let it remind me daily of the traditions which I must 

uphold. 

    If I am inclined to doubt, steady my faith; if I am tempted, make me 

strong to resist; if I should miss the mark, give me courage to try again. 

    Guide me with the light of truth and grant me wisdom by which I may 

understand the answer to my prayer.            Amen 


